In this paper I would like to break with some established practices in artificial intelligence and linguistics, and examine some of the properties of transcribed natural discourse in order to suggest the types of mechanisms and frameworks that might be most appropriate to a description of human discourse behavior. The paper consists of three parts: the first will begin with a brief analysis of a sample of a "therapeutic discourse" and then focus on some principal issues in modeling natural discourse; the following section will briefly describe the manner in which this particular discourse episode was modeled in the program ERMA, and the final section will discuss the limitations of my own approach and suggest others that may be more complete. 
II. AN EXAMPLE OF NATURAL DISCOURSE

Con.iectures and Conclusions
While the study of discourse structure and cognition is now being actively pursued by linguists (Hymes and Gumperz, 1972; Labov, 1975; Lakoff, 1971; Halliday, 1973) , philosophers (Ricoeur, 1970 , Searle, 1971 , and computational linguists (MacDonald, 1975; Hayes, 1973; Schank, 1974; Philips, 1973 , Schmidt, 1973 , there have not to my knowledge been any models developed which attempt to model the discourse behavior of a specific speaker.
As One of the hazards of research in this area is that by the time you complete your work someone else has already come up with an improvement on your own ideas. The notion of frames (Minsky, 1974; Winograd, 1975 
